
Patent Application

Form
Applicant
Text consisting of claims 
and specification
Drawings
Designation of inventor
Fees

Request for Examination

Request for substantial 
examination of the invention 
( novelty, inventive step, etc.)
Fee

Search Result

Pertinent prior art 
documents

Official Action

Statement of the Examiner
Applicant response deadline
Often several Official Actions 
and responses, amendments to 
the claims ( if necessary)

Examination of Formalities DPMA

Formal requirements regarding 

the application

Payment of fees

Classification of the invention

Obvious bars to the grant of a patent

Official Action regarding formal 

deficiencies ( if necessary )

Search

Examiner searches for prior art, 
generally patent documents

Examination Procedure

Examiner examines in particular 
novelty and inventive step

Duration: several months or years
Request within 7 years from the 
application date at the latest

Grant and Publication 
of the Patent

Text and drawings examined 
in the examination procedure
Deadline for filing an opposition 
to the grant of a patent: 3 months

Rejection of the opposition
Revocation of the patent or 
maintenance in amended form

Opposition by Third Parties

Grounds for opposition, 
such as:
-	lack of novelty
-	obviousness to a person          	
	 skilled in the art

Notification regarding 
the opposition
Statement by the patentee

T
im

elin
e

7 years from the 
application date 

at the latest

18 months 

approx. 6 – 10 months

Pre-Grant Publication
Publication of the 

unexamined 
patent application
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